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3rd June – 4th August 2008

Chairman’s Chatter

We have achieved an excellent start to this year’s running season. The May Day public running is
always a good opening to the running season but this year we achieved a record number of
1102 passenger rides.  This together with a good return on the catering front has given us an
excellent start to the year’s fund raising.

Peter Squire has updated the project plan for the site development activities and this will be posted in
the club house in the near future.  The plan looks a little daunting but do not be put off helping.  As
long as we keep attacking the elements on the plan we will achieve the desired end goal.  You will
note from the plan that the duration of the project has reduced.  Whilst future elements have tentative
dates we feel they are do-able, though the controlling resource is now likely to be people rather than
financial as we originally thought.

Work has now started on the track bed for the ground level phase 1 element on the plan.  This is
being headed by Tony Kendal and the Tuesday gang working on the top end section.  The bottom
curve and bridges will be attacked on Sunday mornings and be headed by myself.  Anyone who can
help with either the Tuesday session or the Sunday session will be most welcomed.

Any of you who attended the New Years Day club running day or the Spring Bank Holiday running
day are already aware that Kate and Maureen are now providing hot meals for members on club
running days.  Having personally tested the quality of the food provided I can heartily recommend that
you sample the Shepherds Pie next time around.

Looking forward to seeing you all during the coming season and thanks for your continued support of
both running days and development work.

Dennis.
�����������������

For Sale

40 ozs/min live steam injector made by JC.  Unused as oversize for intended boiler.

Pipe sizes - Steam 3/16”, Water 1/4”, Delivery 1/4”, Overflow female fitting tapped 1/4” x 40 tpi.

£30.  Please contact Peter Squire at the clubhouse or call 01327-342167 after 19.00 hours.
�����������������

A Letter to the Editor
1st April 2008

Respected Sir,

Having received the latest copy of the club newsletter ‘The Blower’,  I very much want to extend my
thanks to the contributors and especially the editor for producing such an interesting read.

This publication is a very important method of communication to all the members and shows the
strength of the club. It is something to look forward to, the pictures add lots of interest to the written
word.  Well done!

David Fieldhouse
�����������������
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The Next Two Months
June
Sat 7 / Sun 8 Welsh Locomotive Rally – Cardiff MES
Sat 7 / Sun 8 Sweet Pea Rally – City of Oxford SME
Sat 7 / Sun 8 Whissendene 2008 – Melton Mowbray DMES
Sun 8 National 2 ½” Gauge Association – Locomotive Rally at Rugby MES
Mon 9 Bedford MES – Discussion Evening – ‘Troublesome Turning’
Sat 14 Birthday Party – Maria Bates (Dennis Billington – 01327 341029) 2.00pm-5.00pm
Sat 14 / Sun 15 The Steam Fair of Normandy – Athis de L’Orne
Sat 14 / Sun 15 Harrow & Wembley SME – Open Day
Tue 17 Running Night – Visiting locomotives welcome 6.00pm-10.00pm
Sun 22 Daisy Chain Picnic – Private Event  (Dennis Billington – 01327 341029) 12.30pm-4.00pm
Sun 22 Pimlico Light Railway 3.00pm-5.00pm
Mon 23 Bedford MES – Military Vehicle Restoration
Sat 28 Northern Association of Model Engineeers – Rally – Bradford MES 10.00am-5.00pm
Sun 29 Bradford MES Centenary Open Day 10.00am-5.00pm
Sat 28 / Sun 29 East Herts Miniature Railway Society – 30th Anniversary Weekend
Sat 28 / Sun 29 Model Steam Road Vehicle Society – Annual Rally - Tewkesbury

July
Sat 5 / Sun 6 IMLEC 2008 – Victoria Park, Southport
Sun 6 Public Running Day  (John Tomlinson – 01604 845698) 2.00pm-5.00pm
Sat 12 / Sun 13 41st Annual Guildford MES Steam Rally and Exhibition
Mon 14 Bedford MES – Bits and Pieces
Tue 15 Birthday Party – Nina Mowbray (Tony Kendall - 01604 767455)

Running Night - Visiting locomotives welcome
4.00pm-6.00pm
6.00pm-10.00pm

Sat 19 Birthday Party – Andy Gambles (Andy Waller - 01604 750609) 2.00pm-5.00pm
Sat 19 / Sun 20 SEQLEC 2008 - Langford and Beeleigh Miniature Railway
Sat 19 / Sun 20 Sacrewell Traction Engine Rally and Gathering - Peterborough SME
Sat 19 / Sun 20 Norton Hill Light Railway – Snettisham - Hunstanton 2.00pm-5.00pm
Sun 20 3 ½in. Gauge Locomotive Rally – Bristol SMEE
Sat 26 Club visit to John Robert’s track near Syresham 2.00pm-5.00 pm
Sun 27 Pimlico Light Railway 3.00pm-5.00pm
Sat 26 / Sun 27 City of Oxford SME - Dreaming Spires Rally
Sat 26 / Sun 27 Kinver and West Midlands SME – Exhibition and Open Weekend 10.00am-5.00pm
Mon 28 Bedford MES – Discussion Evening – ‘The Perfect Ground Level

Passenger Carriage’

August
Sun 3 Public Running Day  (Tony Kendall - 01604 767455) 2.00pm-5.00pm

Most Society events are held at the Lower Delapre Park Site, London Road, Northampton.
------------------------------------------------

In a change to the previously published diary, Nina Mowbray will be holding her birthday party on
Tuesday July 15th;  Andy Gambles’ birthday party will now be on Saturday July 19th, not the 12th.

------------------------------------------------

Kate Watts and Maureen Spikings will be providing refreshments for our two Night Runs.  On 17th
June toasted cheese or bacon sandwiches will be available, and on 15th July, pasties or sausage
rolls, supplemented by tea or coffee on both occasions.

------------------------------------------------

The Society will make its third visit to the Pimlico Light Railway on Saturday 26th July; a wonderful
opportunity to experience driving on an interesting and challenging track, without having to travel too
far.  So bring your locomotive and all the kit, or just turn up and make it a real Society gathering.

Part way between Towcester and Brackley turn off the A43 onto the B4525, follow the signs to Pimlico
and then the parking signs for visitors with locos or those without.

�����������������
Subscriptions

You would have been hard pressed to have missed the request from our treasurer, attached to the
last ‘Blower’, to “now pay your Subscription“, “asp before 1 June.”  In the unlikely event of your
omitting to do so however, it is now overdue (all of three days!), and John Tomlinson or another
officer of the society will pleased to receive yours.

Full member £ 37.50 Aged over 75 £ 20.00 Junior Associate 12 to 18 £ 12.50
Aged 65 to 75 £ 30.00 Student aged 18 to 25 £ 27.50

�����������������
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Bernard Clark’s Ivatt tender Steeple engine by Brian Englefield

Vic Taylor’s ‘flame licker’ engine
Photo: Vic Taylor

A detail of the locomotive
by David Calvert

The Winter’s Efforts - Bits & Pieces Night - Tuesda y 15th A pril

What a brilliant evening!  It was very
encouraging to see so many people
and examples of their model
engineering skills on the tables,
packed though they were.  From the
bulk of what could be described as an
‘armoured traction engine boiler’ by
Peter Jarman, through the detail on
Bernard Clark’s Ivatt tender (including
opening windows with fastening
catches), to the delicacy of the parts
of Brian Englefield’s steeple engine, it
was all a delight to the eye.

Peter Watson had brought his
Dodman traction engine governor,
Don Cambers a locomotive wheel
quartering jig and a 7¼ in. gauge ‘Tich’
boiler, and Vic Taylor delighted us all with his collection of stationary engines, including his ‘flame-
licker’ hot air engine, to the recently published ‘ME’ design; Vic recently celebrated his 80th birthday.
The 7¼ in. gauge bogie sets for our new passenger trucks were on show, this project being led by
Dennis Billington.  Chris Orchard had his twist drill sharpening kit built to the D.A.G.Brown design,
with Mick Pearson’s venerable ‘Sweet Pea’ dominating the centre of the tables.

Our locomotive interests were
further represented by a Heisler
logging locomotive by David
Calvert, Bill Huckvale’s rebuilt
Britannia, and a narrow gauge
chassis and seemingly
numerous locomotive cabs by
Peter Squire!  Three sets of bits

for ‘Sweet Pea’ locomotives
brought by John Roberts were
unfortunately not on the main tables; an ‘00’ gauge Double Fairlie Merddin Emrys loco and a cylinder
block pattern made by his father-in-law for Peter Spikings’ steam lorry, were shown by Nigel Smith.

�����������������

Magazines from three other clubs have been received; the Southern Federation News,  the
March/April and May/June editions of “The Coupling” from the Bedford MES and “The Stephenson
Link” from the Chesterfield Society.

There is much of interest in the first, including a profile of our near neighbours, the Vale of Aylesbury
Society.  The Bedford and Chesterfield publications contain reports of problems with their Chairmen,
one suddenly resigning; the other continuing reluctantly in post because he couldn’t find anyone
willing to replace him!

By reading these publications you will find out on which side of your car the fuel filler cap is located,
clever things to do with your mobile telephone, and the picture on the back of the March/April “The
Coupling” illustrates something it is hoped never happens to you!

Also available on the clubroom table are publicity leaflets for the Midlands Model Engineering
Exhibition (Friday 17th – Tuesday 21st October 2008) together with Exhibitor Entry Forms.

�����������������



4

James Butlin interviewing Richard Bridgman

Rushden Historical Transport Society

Cavalcade Of Historical Transport
And Country Show

Reported by Brian Reeve.

The Thirtieth Annual Cavalcade took place at Rushden over the weekend of 3rd to 5th May 2008.
The first Cavalcade was held in 1979 at Hall Park, Rushden.  It then had several venues before
moving to Lancaster Farm on the Kimbolton Road.  After the disastrous weekend some six years ago
when the event had to be abandoned because of the quagmire like state of the fields, it moved to the
present site at Avenue Road.  As is the current format for this type of show, any form of transport and
memorabilia is on show from traction engines over 100 years old, to relatively modern Minis.

Peter Spikings and myself have been rallying his two traction engines regularly since 2000 when the
Foster double crank compound was completed. Our first one-day rally is normally at Thetford on
Easter Sunday but unfortunately, because of the snow over the holiday period, this was cancelled.

So we arrived at the Rally field on Friday and set up our caravans in preparation for the three days
ahead.  During the afternoon we endured severe rain and a hailstorm, which threatened to once again
turn the fields into a battlefield but fortunately the organisers were able to get all the exhibitors into
position before the gates were opened to the public on Saturday morning.

As is normal for this type of Rally we all had to book in on the first morning and joined a long queue.
Having received our complimentary copy of the programme we were surprised to see that the
Miniature Steam Parade was scheduled for 11.45 am and it was already after 10 o’clock.  Steam was
raised in double quick time but there was a lack of water for the engines and the only water points
were far away, so a steady procession of people were seen trudging across the field with all sorts of
containers to get the vital liquid.

On entering the main ring I was surprised at the bumpy
conditions created by the parade of tractors that had
immediately preceded us, but by careful steering I
managed to do the lap of the ring and then line up with
the other engines to be interviewed by the commentator,
James Butlin.

The rest of the day was spent either driving around the
rally field or sitting at the caravans drinking tea and
chatting to anyone who stopped to have a closer look at
the engines.

Sunday dawned a bit overcast but dry as we prepared the
engines for the miniature engine parade.  As we were
getting ready one of the Stewards came round and told us that Sheila Dibnah (Fred’s widow) wanted
to speak to us when we were in the ring.  Sheila spent about half an hour chatting to most of the
exhibitors and I managed to get a couple of photographs of Sheila sitting on Peter’s 3” Burrell and
talking to Philip Weston about his 4” Burrell, which had been entered and driven by Richard
Bridgman.

Sheila drives
the Burrell

With Phil Weston
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The Grand Parade

Phil Weston with his Foden steam lorry

In mid-afternoon on Sunday a ripple of excitement ran along the line of caravans as a 6” scale Burrell
compound was pulling a 12” scale Wallis Expansion Engine along the line.  This all looked very easy
and a Scammel Ballast Tractor was put onto the front of the Wallis and the 6” scale Burrell then
proceeded to pull both along but had to give up after about 30 feet, when it met a rise in the ground
and slipped to a standstill.  A rough estimate of the total load being pulled would be in excess of 25
tons, which is not bad for an engine weighing just under 2 tons.

After watching this spectacle I decided to drive up to the
beer tent to sample one of the specimens on offer, but
before that I needed water and went to the nearest tap to
fill up.  As I passed through the gateway towards the tap
it was pointed out that I had flames coming out from
under the front of the firebox.  On close inspection it
turned out that the front fixings for the ashpan had
sheared and let the fire fall out the front.  Using some
wire I had in the driving truck I managed to get the
ashpan back in place but then struggled to get any steam
as the legs on the grate had folded under and the grate
was laying on the ashpan.  Just then Eddy Lancaster

came by driving his 6” scale Burrell tractor and offered to tow me back to the caravan; in eight years
of rallying this engine that is the first time I have been towed home.  Having dropped the fire I then
decided that as I was now engineless why not achieve my original aim, so I went to the beer tent.

This particular Rally is renowned for the number of different real ales on sale in the beer tent (over
forty with the strongest being 10% strength), and was a popular watering hole during the three days
for many of the engine men, be they miniature or full size drivers.  Every evening and lunchtime there
was live entertainment in the tent with the evening turn being aimed primarily at the exhibitors resident
on site.

At the end of Sunday Peter Spikings noticed steam escaping from somewhere below the fire hole
door of his Foster and spent some time trying to find the cause of the problem which turned out to be
a loose washout plug on the backhead, this was soon rectified and he was ready for the last day of
the show.

On Monday morning
I toured the goody
stalls and found a
pack of split pins with
which I was able to
temporarily repair the
ashpan and so raise
steam ready for the
day ahead, which
once again centred
around the parade.
As we were about to enter, I noticed that steam was
leaking past the pump clack and back into the tender
tank but decided to do the parade, then call it a day.

After the parade and when I had returned to the
caravan I put plenty of water into the boiler and left the
motion just ticking over, and went for a good walk
around the show.  On returning some ninety minutes
later the fire still had a dull glow so I turned on the
steam blower, although the gauge showed no
pressure, within 10 minutes I had 50 lbs on the clock
and the clack leak had disappeared.  I then had
another drive round the field for an hour before it was
time to start packing up.

Once again a very good rally and an excellent start to the rally season; our next outing will be to the
Bedford Model Engineers Society site at Whitsun.

�����������������
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Who can and cannot drive a model (Locomotive or oth erwise )?  by John Tomlinson

This question came up again at a recent delegates meeting of the Northern Association of Model
Engineers; the Society is an affiliated member.

The Royal Sun Alliance insurance policy contains the following clauses that deal with the query.

Driving (model locomotives up to 15 in. gauge):

Within the geographical limits of the policy a member may drive any model owned by him/her and
also any model not owned by him/her but being driven by him/her with the owner’s consent.  A model
owned by a member may be driven by any person with that member’s consent.  There is no lower or
upper age limit for drivers.  The policy does not provide insurance cover as required by the Road
Traffic Act.

Use (model locomotives up to 15 in.gauge):

Drivers aged 16 or over may carry as passengers either gratuitously or fare paying provided the driver
receives no remuneration either monetary or in kind other than reasonable out of pocket expenses
and/or supply of fuel.

Drivers under the age of 16 may not carry, as passengers, members of the public whether
gratuitously or fare paying but may carry, as passengers, fellow members and/or members of another
bona fide model engineering society and/or members of their own family providing the driver under
age 16 is supervised by a responsible and competent driver aged 16 or over and all reasonable
precautions are taken.

However as with all legal wording some explanatory dialogue is useful and Tony Woods of Walker
Midgley, the Insurance Brokers, offered the following advice.

Anybody who drives on the Society site should EITHE R be a fully paid up member of the
Society OR a fully paid up member of another bona f ide model engineering society OR a paid
and signed up day member of NSME.

The policy only covers members’ own family NOT frie nds of family for personal accident.
Friends are treated as public visitors and as such are covered by the Public Liability
Insurance.

To become a day member the visitors book which is kept in the workshop must be signed and a daily
fee of 50p paid.

The management committee considers that any member who wishes their children or grandchildren
to drive or assist on running days, should enroll them as Junior Associates of NSME Ltd..

�����������������

Pete King writes

I thought it might be nice to give "Norton Hill Light Railway" a plug this year as a lot of people have
now seen it on my videos.  They are running for three weekends this year and the dates are 19th and
20th of July, and 9th, 10th, 23rd and 24th of August.

All are, of course, Saturdays and Sundays and they run from 14:00 to 17:00.  The railway is well
signposted on these weekends so all you need to do is find your way to Snettisham near Hunstanton.

http://www.heacham-on-line.co.uk/archives-4/railways/nortonhill06_p1.htm

http://trainsofthewesternworld.fotopic.net/c1066717.html

(These two web sites will give you more details of the railway. Ed.)
�����������������
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The Stables Light Railwa y  by David Packer.

Episode 4 – Trolleys and the City of Sunderland.

(Continued from page 6, 1st April  - 2nd June 2008)

Meanwhile, in the garage, I was working on the trolleys.  As a complete novice, I was (and still am)
slowly building up my workshop tools.  I had bought a pillar drill – to drill rail end holes among other
things – but all my other tools were just a standard ‘home handyman’ set.  Alison had bought me a
passenger trolley kit from Model Engineering Products of Bexhill.  All that was needed was cleaning,
painting and assembly.  With an improvised spray booth made from a large cardboard box, and many
tins of Halfords car spray paint, a satisfactory finish was the result.  Alison painted the box and
upholstered the top and in just a few weeks it was finished.

The driving trolley was a different matter.  I had bought it
with the loco and it was definitely in need of restoration.
It has a good steel frame with sprung axles and a brake
to all wheels, but the drawgear was just a chain front and
back and it was all very greasy.  There were no footpegs
and nothing to sit on – so improvements were needed!

The first job was to strip it down and sort out the
drawgear. The buffer beams are good solid timber,
bolted to the steel frame, but there is no steel cross-
member to carry the coupling.  The solution was to cut a
recess in the outside of the timber and insert a steel
plate to spread the load from the coupling.  By making the steel plate the right size I could lay the
inner plate over the timber with no need for a recess.  I drilled holes in the plates for the coupler and
for a bolt in each corner, then painted them before assembly.

The footpeg problem was resolved by using an existing
crossbar (whose purpose was obscure) and adding a
small section angle screwed into the underside of the
front buffer beam.  This gave me a support point at the
end of the trolley and enabled me to put short
footboards on each side – however it is definitely a
ground level only trolley.

I had also bought a Simplex as a good first loco for a
complete beginner.  It had been named City of
Sunderland by its builder in 1999, so goes under the
name of “Sunny”.  It had been sold to me by Antique
Steam as having had a leak from the wet header that

had been fixed.  Peter Squire checked the loco over for me and we found that the fault was still there
– hence my rather rapid introduction to the challenges of working inside a Simplex smokebox!
However, the first job was to free off the regulator which was stuck closed (which I have since learned
is classic Simplex behaviour if you don’t open it as the loco cools down).  We removed the inner dome
to get access to the boiler.  We didn’t want to fire up an unknown loco and hope that the boiler was
OK!  After several unsuccessful attempts to free the regulator by putting hot water into the boiler, we
took a firmer line and poured hot water into the top of the steam collecting pipe – that did the trick!

The wet header was the next task – it was very tricky and took the combined talents of Peter Squire
and Chris Orchard, with me as interested onlooker and labourer.  The combination of two threaded
parts, bolts to pass through and the need to achieve a pressure seal was a challenge – especially as
it is all at the back of the smokebox behind the steam pipes.  Although we took off the chimney and
the petticoat pipe, it was still a struggle.  We got a pressure seal at the third attempt.  After putting
Viton balls in the clack valves to improve the seal, she passed her hydraulic and steam tests with
flying colours.  With the loco and rolling stock prepared, it was back to tracklaying – next stop the
station loop.

�����������������
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Photo: Geoff Watts

Photo: Geoff Watts

Down a country lane, certainly muddy after wet weather, on the outskirts of a collection of mixed
residential and agricultural buildings that hardly merits the description ‘hamlet’, somewhere to the
south-west of Northampton, a 5in. gauge railway track has seemingly materialised out of a green,
virgin field.

The work of members Geoff Watts and Alan
Goody the 600ft. long continuous track is set in
idyllic surroundings, with views over the tranquil
South Northamptonshire countryside. At an early
stage in its development, the facilities are
somewhat rudimentary but eminently usable; a
challenging drive with gradients approaching 1 in
60 both up and down with a high embankment at
the bottom of the site.  Future plans include an
electricity supply, extensive landscaping, car
parking and more trackwork as time permits, with
the ultimate dream of extending into the pastures
beyond.

Geoff welcomes visits from club members by prior
arrangement; either telephone him on 01604
709278, or email to geoff.watts@btinternet.com.

�����������������

A warm welcome to new members David Viewing  from Daventry and Chris Morgan  from
Northampton.  David has a 5in. gauge Princess of Wales locomotive, a 1/96 scale battleship "Mars" of
1897 and it is believed, a full size Aveling and Porter traction engine in many  bits.

And not so much a welcome to new members, but a welcome to those we already have!  In
recognition of their services to the society, Sue Huckvale , Ruth Pocock , Maureen Spikings ,
Simone Squire  and Kate Watts , have been elected as Honorary Associate Members.

�����������������

Stoneleigh Park Countr y Festival.  Sat 23rd – Mon 25th Au gust

Bob Spikings writes:-

Stoneleigh is at full steam ahead; there are enough clubs to put on a show.  I am looking for models
to display, and as soon as we know about Friday night tickets and weekend passes etc, I will pass on
this information to members.

Roger Warmington, our  team leader has a meeting with the organisers at Stoneleigh in the next few
days, so watch the August Blower (Tuesday 5th. Ed) for more details.

�����������������

As the result of a very short notice request from a television production company, Peter Jarman
supplied a train with our portable track on Monday evening (March 31st) at a farm between
Welllingborough and Irthlingborough.  Dennis Billington provided and drove his petrol locomotive
hauling two trucks, Peter King, Tony Kendall and Peter Revitt helped with the assembly and removal
of the track.

The whole thing was for North One TV who make “The Gadget Show”; they were testing imaging
systems in the dark in a sequence of planes, trains and automobiles, the planes being at Sywell with
the automobiles at Silverstone.  It was thought not possible to do the job at Delapre because the
ambient light level would have been too high.  The job earned a contribution to club funds and was
completed at a quarter to eleven.

The show was number six of the series and was broadcast on Channel 5 on Monday May 5th.
(Source: Tony Kendall)

�����������������
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The Pimlico Light Railwa y  is  a  small   model   engineering   club   which   exists   to   encourage
                                                   involvement in trains and engineering amongst the young and not so
young!  It is based in the garden of John and Jenni Roberts and the track is basically a large figure of
eight of 5in. gauge rail about 1/4 mile in length.

We open for Public Running six times a year (see the Diary sections in the ‘Blower’, Ed.) and the money
raised from these days is divided between the charity “Send a Cow” and club finances.  At present
(March 2008) we have sixteen adult and six junior members with subscriptions of £20 and £5
respectively.  Insurance and safety regulations mean that junior members cannot drive trains carrying
passengers until they are sixteen years of age, but we are having occasions during 2008 when the
members can simply come and “play trains”.

We are located at Pimlico House, Pimlico, Brackley, Northants NN13 5TN, and John may be
contacted at 01280 850378 or at rev.roberts@virgin.net.

�����������������

NSME logo embroidered Poloshirts and Sweatshirts ar e available.

The Poloshirts are £14 ea, Sweatshirts £17 ea, both plus £2.50 extra per shirt for the xxlarge size.

The following are currently in stock:- three large Poloshirts, and two medium, two large and two
xlarge Sweatshirts.

If your size is not available please contact John Tomlinson (01 604 845 698) so an order can be
placed.

�����������������

Ted Jolliffe

The acting chairman of Bedford MES and ex-editor of the ‘Model Engineer’ magazine Ted Jolliffe,
suffered a heart attack on Friday 23rd May.  He is making a good recovery in Bedford Hospital and
our best wishes for his speedy return to normal go to Ted, Mary and their family.
(The Editor is indebted to Brian Reeve for this information)

�����������������

Visitors to the Steam Fair of Normandy at Athis de L’Orne this year (14th and 15th June) will have the
opportunity to inspect a rather nice collection of steam engine models, a representative sample of
which are shown below.  Also on display will be a 1907 Stanley steam car and a steam boat which,
this year, will hopefully actually manage to get into the water.  (Photographs from Georges Droullon)
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Other Diary Dates
August
Sat 9 Birthday Party – Sarah Leveritt 2.00pm-5.00pm
Sat 9 / Sun 10 Norton Hill Light Railway – Snettisham - Hunstanton 2.00pm-5.00pm
Mon 11 Bedford MES – Marine Model Miscellany
Tue 12 Running Night - Visiting locomotives welcome 6.00pm-10.00pm
Fri 15 – Sun 16 Bristol Model Engineering Exhibition – Thornbury Leisure Centre
Sat 23 / Sun 24 Norton Hill Light Railway – Snettisham - Hunstanton 2.00pm-5.00pm
Sat 23 – Mon 25 Harrow & Wembley SME – Open Day
Sat 23 – Mon 25 Stoneleigh Park Country Festival
Sun 24 Pimlico Light Railway 3.00pm-5.00pm
Mon 25 Bank Holiday Steam Up – Visiting locomotives welcome 10.00am-4.00pm

September
Fri 5 – Sun 7 Bedford MES 60th Anniversary Invitation Weekend
Sat 6 / Sun 7 Chesterfield DMES. Hady Miniature Steam Rally (Autumn) 10.00am-5.00pm
Sun 7 Public Running Day 2.00pm-5.00pm
Mon 8 Bedford MES – Railway Discussion Video Evening
Sat 13 / Sun 14 The ‘N’ Gauge Show – Warwickshire Exhibition Centre
Sat 13 Birthday Party – Stephanie Handley 1.00pm-4.00pm
Sat 20 Southern Federation Autumn Rally – Bracknell Railway Society
Fri  19 – Sun 21 International Model Engineer Exhibition – Ascot
Fri  19 – Sun 21 7¼” Gauge Society AGM – Comrie Railroad, Perthshire
Sun 21 Sunday Steam-up – Visiting locomotives welcome 10.00am-4.00pm
Mon 22 Bedford MES – “Where should I begin?” A discussion evening on projects

for the beginner
Sun 28 Pimlico Light Railway 3.00pm-5.00pm

October
Sun 5 Public Running Day 2.00pm-5.00pm
Mon 13 Bedford MES – Black Propaganda by John Pether
Fri 17 – Tue 21 Midlands Model Engineering Exhibition – Warwickshire Exhibition Centre
Sun 19 Sunday Steam-up – Visiting locomotives welcome 10.00am-4.00pm
Sat 25 Birthday Party – Ms Greenhalgh 1.00pm-4.00pm
Sat 25 Night Run with Refreshments – Visiting locomotives welcome 6.00pm-10.00pm
Mon 27 Bedford MES – Bits and Pieces

November
Fri 7 – Sun 9 International Model Boat Show – Warwickshire Exhibition Centre
Mon 10 Bedford MES – Line Side Videos by John Pether
Mon 24 Bedford MES – Slips, Seals and Sliders

December
Mon 8 Bedford MES – Quiz Nite
Mon 22 Bedford MES – Discussion – ‘Draughting and Dribbling’
Tue 23 Christmas Drinks 7.30pm
Tue 30 Closed

�����������������

The Tail Lamp

The Second Law of Model Engineering .

You cannot make more than one thing the same.
�����������������

The opinions expressed are those of the contributors, and do not necessarily reflect those of the
Northampton SME nor its management committee. Contributions and comments are welcome,
preferably text in Microsoft Word and pictures in JPEG formats by CD or email, but are
acceptable in writing on paper. Chris Orchard on 01 327 830 528 or at
quiltedsteam@talktalk.net will be pleased to hear from you. The next
‘Blower’ will be published on 5th August 2008.  © Northampton SME Ltd..

A very happy bunny!


