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Congratulations to ....

... David Fieldhouse on winning the 1st Prize in Class 9
at the MMEX with his Scissors Skeleton Clock ...

... to Graham Hardwick on winning a Highly Commended
Certificate in Class 3 for his “Sweet Pea” locomotive ...

... to David Fieldhouse and Chris Orchard on winning
the 2nd Prize in Class 9 with their Equatorial Sundial ...

— ‘9 y
... and to Sara and John for producing
Sophie, a grandchild for .... guess who?

These pictures by David Holland. Midlands Model Engineering Exhibition report on page 4.

A Letter to the Editor

Respected Sir,

This is going to come as a profound shock to the
readers of this august journal as I'm sure that no
one of that number will have had the slightest
inkling of this bombshell. 1| AM A GRANDDAD!

| am delighted to announce that my first born
daughter has brought forth into the world an
offspring off the female gender.

My beautiful grand daughter was born to Sara
and John on Saturday 19th November at
9.34am. Mum and Baby are just fine, Father is
making a good recovery. Sophie weighed 7Ibs
130zs, has loads of very dark hair (just like

Granddad) and is quite the most beautiful baby
the world has ever seen. She has already
expressed very marked views on the best design
of valve gear for miniature locomotives and is
not convinced of the efficacy of superheating in
locomotives of our gauges!! She looks forward
to meeting all her honorary Granddads,
Grandmums, Uncles and Aunts at Delapre as
soon as possible.

I have taken the liberty of attaching a
photograph of her at six hours old, as it would be
selfish not to share her with you!

David Holland




Chairman’s Chatter

As you may be aware, | have decided not to
stand for Chairman next year. After six years it
is time for someone new to bring fresh ideas to
our Society. Throughout my tenure | have tried
to bring the same philosophy to our Society that
I have applied to my business and personal life,
that being the need for growth and improvement.
Humans are by and large optimists and there-
fore sometimes fail. If we are planning to grow
and then fail we will at least stay as we are and
may achieve something. If we plan to stay as
we are and then fail we regress. Once we start
to regress it becomes a downward spiral that is
very hard to escape from. Hopefully you will
agree that we are on the upward part of the
spiral and are proud of what WE have ALL
achieved.

You will see elsewhere in this “Blower” (Peter
Squire on page 6 - Ed.) that there are several
committee positions that will need to be filled at
February’'s AGM. We do need your “fresh new
ideas” to be introduced to the committee, so why
not stand for one of the committee posts and
help to keep our Society fresh, vibrant and on
the upward part of the spiral.

Following the somewhat hectic October Public
Running Day (nearly 1800 tickets sold), your
committee reviewed some of the development
plans for the second half of the winter. The need
for a ticket office has now been elevated to the
top of the priority list and will be constructed in
the New Year. This will segregate the visitors
gueuing for tickets from those queuing for rides
and will also provide security for the ticket seller
from potential robbery. (1800 rides is £900). The
new ticket office is to be sited opposite the
raised level station, will have two selling
windows, and will look like a miniature version of

the station building. Some consideration is also
being given to extending the ground level station
platforms to allow us to run four car trains on the
ground level railway next season.

Current development work underway is the
upgrading of the raised track section opposite
the station from the end of the new track,
through the tunnel to the signal just before the
station (see page 12 - Ed.). This has involved the
replacement of eight main support sleepers and
the construction of a new steel track over plastic
sleepers. The ground level carriage shed has
progressed well and needs the concrete roof to
be cast to complete the construction. This is
planned to be done before Christmas. The
digging out of the foundations for the ground
level tunnels is underway, but, to make way for
the other priorities, will now not be concreted
until the summer season

Design work has started on the club 5in. gauge
Diesel outline locomotive. Whilst still at the early
stages, | would hope that you will be able to see
some hefty chunks of metal appearing early in
the New Year.

Tree planting is complete with Beech, Birch, Ash
and Bird Cherries having been planted around
the middle area of the site. As well as the trees,
tulips have been planted in the sunnier areas
and a large number of bluebells planted in the
wooded area around the bridges at the bottom
end of the site.

If we do not see you before, have a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year, and we look
forward to seeing you on Monday the 2nd of
January for the New Years Day run.

Dennis.

New Members

Publications

Richard Cannell lives at March in
Cambridgeshire. He is retired and has a 5in.
gauge “Sweet Pea” and a 5in. gauge Class 20
locomotive, and is building a 3in. scale Fowler
A7 Agricultural Tractor.

Jamie Loveland , son of Peter, joins us as a
junior member. He is a studying forestry at
Moulton College, sails model boats, flies model
helicopters, and enjoys driving his father’s steam
railway locomotive.

And Norman Johnston from Thrapston has
joined just to see what model engineering in all
about.

A warm welcome to you all.

The fourth quarterly (for 2011) magazine of the
Chesterfield DMES is on the clubroom table.

Among much interesting reading is a description
by a junior member of how he built a stationary
engine to demonstrate his “skill” for the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Bronze Award Scheme.

It also includes a report on the “Sweet Pea” Rally
held at Chesterfield, by one David Holland! And
your Editor thought he had exclusive rights! But
there are also descriptions of driving steam
locomotives on mainline duties in Poland, and a
bit about railways in South Africa. All well worth
the read




The Next Two Months

December
Fri9—Sun 11 Model Engineer Exhibition — Sandown Park
Mon 12 Bedford MES — Christmas Quiz Night
Tue 13 A Winter’s Talk — Tim Coles — Turbine Locomotive 7.30pm
Mon 19 Peterborough SME — Party Night
Tue 20 Christmas Buffet 7.30pm
Tue 27 Closed
2012
January
Mon 2 New Years Day Running Day (David Holland - 01536 790893) 10.00am-4.00pm
Mon 9 NortHACKton Group Meeting 7.30pm
Tue 10 A Winter’s Talk — Locomotive Name Plate Manufacture
by Steve Sparrow of Steam Plates Ltd 7.30pm
Fri 13 — Sun 15 Echtdampf — Hallentreffen, Karlsruhe (Models Exhibition)
Fri 20 — Sun 22 London Model Engineering Exhibition — Alexandra Palace
Mon 23 NortHACKton Group Meeting 7.30pm
Febuary
Mon 6 NortHACKton Group Meeting 7.30pm
The Track Marshal for the club running event is shown in brackets, with his telephone number.
All these Society events are held at the Lower Delapre Park Site, London Road, Northampton.

Following on from the extremely interesting and
well presented talk by Malcolm High on 8th
November, we are privileged to have a visit and
talk by Tim Coles on Tuesday 13th December.

If you only take a passing interest in the model
engineering world beyond Delapre, then you
must have heard of Tim and his development of
a 5in. gauge gas turbine powered railway
locomotive. This is the “experimental” side of
our hobby and at the cutting edge of devel-
opment in this field. This meeting is un-
missable!
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As the only purely social event in our calendar,
the Christmas Buffet on 20th December is the
time to make a start on the festive celebrations.
All are welcome to what will undoubtedly be
another superb event organised by our team of
hardworking ladies.

The sharp eyed amongst you will have spotted
on the Diary Page published in this and the last
“Blower”, that the 2012 New Year’s Running Day
will be on Monday the 2nd of January, and
NOT on the 1st of January as has been the
custom for the past many years. Itis hoped that
by moving the event to the Bank Holiday, a few
more members will be able to attend, having
concluded their festive family duties on the
previous day!

For those who decide to come along to the site,
there will be no need to bring your own turkey
sandwiches (or any other) as we will be
providing for members, an “All Day Breakfast”
selection from about 11.00am with both “take out
to the steaming bay” and “sit in the clubhouse”
items. Watch out for menu and pricing details in
the serving area of the kitchen. So, even if you
do not want to run a locomotive, we hope that
you will come along for breakfast.

Our third “Winter’s
Talk” is on Tuesday
10th January. Steve
Sparrow of “Steam
Plates Ltd.” will come and tell us how he makes
his vast and varied range of locomotive name
plates. Another most interesting subject to look
forward to; we have been very lucky this winter.

With this “Blower”, in whatever format you
receive it, comes the Society’s Diary for 2012.
Something to stick up on the workshop wall to
tempt you to venture out occasionally!




Midlands Model Engineering Exhibition 2011

David Holland

Last year was a massive learning curve and we
were a lot better prepared for the 2011 Midlands
Model Engineering Exhibition. You may have
seen Messrs. Kendall, Green and Holland
beavering away with 6mm ply, 2x1 battens, pva,
screws and blue emulsion in the station area a
month or two ago and wondered what the daft
old buffers were up to. There was, however,
method in our geriatric madness and the
resulting back boards and raised display shelves
reduced the set-up time for the stand by half. It
also helped that this year the promised 20ft x 4ft
stand turned out to be 20ft x 4ft and not its
Lilliputian equivalent. We adorned the
backboards with Peter Brown'’s photographs of
May 2nd, artistically arranged by your’s truly,
which resulted in the reprobates from the Oxford
club stand walking by with heads cocked at
funny angles for the whole five days! All our
exhibitors arrived bang on time and the stand
was ready to go so early that the Kendall,
Green, Holland triumvirate had to stop for a pint
on the way home to avoid the Northampton rush
hour!

We tried to not to repeat too many models from
last year and the final line up was Peter Brown’s
5 inch Black 5, Paul Byles’ Minnie road roller,
Howard Wakefield's lovely Adams 4-4-0, Chris
Orchard’s sundial and Rob Roy, Geoff Watts’ 9F,
a group of stationary engines and a Minnie
traction engine from Brian Englefield, Len
Nobbs’ GWR pannier, a 16mm Kerr Stuart from
Terry Green and a same scale Hunslet from
Graham Hardwick together with his cracking
Sweet Pea, Andy Waller’s much admired 71/4in.
gauge Southern 0-6-0, the equally admired
Midland Single from David Viewing and last, but
by no means least, Bernie Clark’s not quite
finished Hielan’ Lassie.

Again our members did us proud. David
Fieldhouse was awarded 1st prize in Class 9 for
his Scissors Skeleton Clock, he and Chris
Orchard jointly a 2nd for their Equatorial Sundial,
both on the BHI stand, and Graham Hardwick a

Highly Commended for his Sweet Pea
locomotive. Bearing in mind that this freelance
0-4-2 narrow gauge locomotive was judged
alongside standard gauge “Pacifics”, this was a
great achievement. Huge thanks to all our
members who brought along models to exhibit
and those who gave time to help setting up,
taking down and stewarding.

Again we learned a

great deal this year and
have some ideas for improvements next yeatr.
The organisers were very complimentary about
the stand and have promised the same size and
location for 2012 so we can plan in the certainty
that we know the space available to us. We
found that the banner along the front of the
stand becomes obscured when a veritable
throng (no, Tony, that is not an item of lady’s
underpinnings!) admires our handwork so the
plan is to have a high level name board next
year. Some movement in the display would be
nice so we shall endeavour to persuade Brian to
allow us to connect a small compressor to his
stationary engines. (urm... anybody got a small
QUIET compressor) and perhaps a more
detailed plan of the site together with a map of
how to find us.
Any suggestion
gratefully
accepted.

Finally, | think

Tony and | shall

be doing the

honours again

next year

(anybody else

who wants to get

involved is more

than welcome) but we don’t know what little
gems YOU are hiding away, so please let us
know if you have anything that we might exhibit
(please don't be overly modest and
underestimate your efforts). Some work in
progress would be nice and any facet of the
hobby can be included. Plenty of time to think
about it, so over to you.




A Winter’s Talk. 8th November 2011

We were most fortunate to have Malcolm High at
our meeting on Tuesday the 8th November. He
had brought with him a representative selection
of his some 7600 laser cut parts, mainly for
model railway locomotives, but also venturing
onto other model branches. He started the
evening by introducing himself, with details of his
work and hobby background, redundancy from
work leading him to become interested in laser
cut components.

He explained in very clear detail what a laser
was, how it worked and the results that could be
achieved by its use. It was possible to obtain
clean square edges to cut components in a
variety of materials of differing thickness, to
acceptable accuracies. Holes and other shapes
could be marked out, and with the aids of “tabs”,
square assembly of components could be
achieved in a very short time. Various assembly
methods were possible, including adhesives
rather than conventional solders. And as all his
drawings were computer based, changing scale
was very easy.

He talked very briefly about other modern ways
of cutting metal, and mentioned water jet,
capable of cutting through a 15 inch (380mm)
thickness of armour plate steel.

Malcolm turned out to be a most interesting and
informative speaker, and the members much
enjoyed the whole evening, ending with his
reminiscences of attending various model
engineering exhibitions around the country.

Bryan Groves photographed “Tornado”, at the
Severn Valley Railway's Autumn Steam Gala in
September 2011.




2012 Annual General Meeting

Peter Squire

It must be the same for many organisations like
ours throughout the world, well, the English
speaking Western style world anyway. The time
for the AGM comes around, your officers tell you
how wonderfully everything is going and how
clever they are, you keep your head well below
the parapet just in case, the meeting nods them
back into office and you can go back to drinking
teal

But at Delapre next February ... it is not going to
be that simple!

Dennis Billington has announced that he will not
be seeking re-election as Chairman nor as a
committee member. Dennis has been Chairman
for six years now and on the Committee in
various roles for thirteen. As Chairman he has
led the Society through a successful deve-
lopment programme, and now wants to find time
to finish and run the two Garratt locomotives that
have been on his bench for nearly as many
years.

The crucial role in the Society of Honorary
Secretary, left vacant by Lynn Harris, needs
someone to pick up the reins and (small) heaps
of paper such as meeting minutes and other
correspondence. The Secretary is also
frequently the first point of contact in the Society
for visitors and prospective members. To find
out more about this role please contact me;
01327 342167; petersquire@talktalk.net.
Whoever steps into these roles, we will need two
new members to serve on the committee, and
that's assuming the other current committee
members wish to continue, and of course, that
you want them too!

If we then consider the growth in membership
over the last decade, this has clearly not been
matched by an increase in committee members
to represent the membership, and there is a
need for more than the current three regular
members. Our contacts with other organisations
have developed, the way we communicate has
also changed, and this highlights the need for
some new roles in the management of the
Society. We are looking for a Publicity Officer
and an Events Officer to share in the work of the
Committee. These will not be elected posts, but
would be co-opted onto the Management
Committee.

The Publicity Officer would be responsible for
managing contact with the hobby press, “Model
Engineer”, “Engineering in Miniature” and other
appropriate publications, forwarding them details
of our events, and updating the “Northampton
Town Talk”, “Where Can We Go” and “Clubbz”

websites, which we use to advertise our public
events, so very much an “at the computer desk”
role.

With the Northern Association Rally in 2012, the
Southern Federation Rally in 2013 and the
Sweet Pea Rally in 2015 all coming to
Northampton, we need someone to manage the
advertising and format of these events. They
may sound a little daunting, but someone with
an organised mind and good communication
skills can make these events a success for the
Society with assistance from a small team.

For the next AGM we need every member to
consider actively being involved with the running
of the Society. It does not have to take up a lot
of time, just one meeting a month, being
prepared to be the lead on some of the Society
plans and projects, and most importantly,
expressing your views on what the Society
should be doing for the members in the future. If
that does really not seem to be your cup of tea,
then think about who you would like to see on
the committee to represent your views, and ask
them if they would consider being nominated.

In addition to the need to find people for these
important posts, Chris Orchard has announced
that he wishes to retire from editing “The Blower”
and has decided that the February 2012 edition
will be the last one under the control of his blue
pencil. It has been five years since he took over
as Editor and despite complimentary comments
on his work from the ever growing readership
both at home and abroad, he feels he’s running
out of words! Notwithstanding the onward
march of other means of communication, your
Management Committee considers “The Blower”
a good way to keep the membership informed of
the activities the Society, and so is looking for
someone to take on this important role. Itis not
necessary to follow any previous pattern, nor
indeed to have any previous experience in such
work, but you will need some ideas on how you
would like to keep the members informed of
what has happened and what is planned.

The Editor is invited as a guest to the monthly
Committee meetings, to hear first hand all that is
going on. Help with the assembly and
distribution of “The Blower” has already been
offered, so producing the editorial material is
perhaps all you would need to do. Please let
any committee member know if you feel you
would like to do this, or have a chat with Chris
about how he goes about producing each
edition, and how you could possibly work
together, and remember — “the pen is mightier
than the sword”.



But, it does not end there, as John Tomlinson is
planning to stand down in the not too distant future
from his position of Honorary Treasurer, a post he
has held for eighteen years. It is therefore time to
find someone to work alongside John, to become
familiar with the scope of this role in the Society,
with the intention of taking over completely
sometime in the next couple of years. So if you
are quite certain that 2+2 = 4, and you think you
would be interested to take this on, please talk to
John about what is involved. (All contact details on
the back page. Ed.).

Another job John deals with behind the scenes is
that of Boiler Registrar, maintaining the register of
boilers and certification status in liaison with the
Registrar at the Northern Association. A “computer
desk” job for someone with an eye for detail,
spotting the mistakes made on the certificates by
the boiler inspectors, and maintaining an up-to-
date register. If this is something you could take
over, please contact John.

Nomination forms for Management Committee
posts will be placed on the clubhouse notice
board three weeks before the AGM, and
elections will held at the AGM on 21st
February. If you can not get yourself to the
clubhouse to put your name or nomination
details on the list , then you can send details
by email to secretary@nsme.co.uk or by letter
to the Society’s registered address of 125
Welford Road, Northampton, NN2 8AJ.

It is your Society. You have the power to have
a committee of your choosing and the
opportunity to be a part of that committee. For
the Society to continue to develop and be
successful we need more members to share
out the decision taking and making things
happen, and for the Society just to continue to
function we have an urgent need for new
faces among the committee membership.
Please consider what you could contribute.

John Tomlinson has received, from a Brian Wild,
some pictures of a static steam engine, which it
is believed was made as an apprentice piece
sometime around the beginning of the last
century.

The owner would like to find a good home for it,
so if you're interested, contact John at
01 604 845 698 or treasure@nsme.co.uk.

An interesting opportunity ........

| have been contacted by someone who has a
partly machined Stuart Beam Engine and set of
castings for the governor. He has decided not to
complete the build, and would like to see the parts
go to a new home where they will be completed.
If this sounds like the winter project you have
been looking for please let me know, and I'll get
the two of you talking.

Peter Squire; vicechairman@nsme.co.uk or
01327-342167.




The British Nationals

David Holland

| bet you can remember building a Kiel Kraft
Phantom Mite control-liner during your mis-spent
youth and dreaming of a Super Sixty if you could
just afford the Radio Control to go with it? Yeah,
me too. | was heavily into RC flying until |
learned to fly full size in the late Eighties.
Somehow there was not the same buzz from a
model after the joys of chasing your shadow
through the cloud tops in a real one. A few
years ago | happened to pick up an RCM&E in
W H Smiths and it bought back all sorts of
memories. In the intervening years electric
power has matured into a completely practical
proposition for model flight. Clean, no overscale
cylinder heads poking out of the engine cowling
and no unexpected engine cuts, way downwind,
low down and over the trees. So | got back into
it and, although it will never replace full size, it is
a lot easier on the wallet than Avgas at £2.07 a
litre!!

The model aircraft hobby is overseen by the
British Model Flying Association and annually
they hold “The Nats”. Every discipline is
covered, RC, Control Line, Free Flight and
Helicopters and each is sub-divided into scale,
aerobatics, combat, team race, speed etc. and
the best pilots in the UK (and some foreign
johnnies if Europe is not cut off by fog) contest
each category over four days. There are also
demonstrations by the leading display pilots
flying some of the most impressive models that |
have ever seen. ltis held in August, currently at
RAF Barkston Heath, near Grantham. | had
never been until this year when Terry Green
(yes, fond of a tipple, that’s the one) and | set off
Friday lunchtime in the trusty motorhome. The
place was heaving when we arrived with more
caravans, tents and motorhomes than you can
shake a stick at. Shortly after we parked up a
gentleman, well stricken in years, drove up in a
little Peugeot and the expected tent did not
appear. He slept for four days in that car and
cooked on a little spirit stove: there’s dedication.
That, and each subsequent, evening saw all
sorts of impromptu flying taking place, finishing
in total darkness with many flyingwings
bedecked with coloured LEDS cavorting about
the sky.

The site is huge with the usual three runways in
a triangular pattern. The main East/West
runway hosted the RC disciplines with Team
racing at the western end, then Aerobatics,
Helicopters and Scale each with a few hundred
yards (sorry, metres, Dennis) of tarmac. The
very eastern end was the display flightline.
Here, also was the “Trade Village”, the downfall
of many a good intention. The more southerly

runway was divided into circles for control line
aerobatics, speed, team race and combat. The
third runway gave access to these areas.
Fortunately, vehicular transport is allowed
between viewing areas, because the place is
huge and walking is not a realistic option.
Equally fortunately, we have a little motor-
scooter on a rack at the back of the motorhome
and this was the ideal mode of transport except
when carrying the huge boxes of aeroplanes that
Terry insisted on buying whenever we were near
the trade tents.

We got to see most of the action over the four
days and the flying was of an impressive
standard especially some of the more lightly
loaded aircraft which were battling a very brisk
(and cold) northerly wind almost at ninety
degrees to the flightline, and of at least twenty
knots all weekend. There were too many
highlights to list, but the control line team racing
was fascinating and “laugh out loud” entertaining
with three pilots and three pit men in the circle
and three refueling stops per hundred lap race.
Unmissable. The display flightline was so
impressive, many turbine powered aircraft,
uncannily realistic in the air. Amazing speed,
authentic sound and big sky eating manoeuvres.

This is a picture of a McDonnell Douglas
Goshawk (development of our BAE Hawk) on
finals and if you can be sure it is a model, you
are a better man than I.



A turbine powered Fox glider, 23 feet (sorry
again Dennis, 4,002.708 mm) wing span and so
agile it made you black out just watching. The
pilot did a proper, full pre-flight check before
firing it up. A pair of BAE Hawks in “Red Arrows”
colours, about ten feet span doing a perfect
“Synchro Pair” display complete with coloured

smoke, landing lights, speed brakes, the lot.
Amazing.

And this last picture shows an impressive piece
of model engineering! It is a Bristol F2b
(commonly known as the Bristol Fighter, or
Brisfit), a two seat fighter / reconnaissance
aircraft that came into service in October 1916.
This is actually a flying model and the fabric
covering from the starboard fuselage side,
removed for show, laces on in prototypical
fashion. The wings were lying close by, again
removed to show interior detail.

A great four days, slick, unobtrusive organ-
isation, more goodies in the trade area than is
good for a chap; shame about the weather but at
least it stayed dry.

If you like aircraft and modelling, give it a try.

Members’ Locomotives / Driving Trucks - Storage and

Insurance

John Tomlinson

Many years ago the Management Committee

agreed a policy for the storage of members’

locomotives / driving trucks on site at Delapre,
the policy being that any member wishing to

store an item on site at Delapre be required to
submit a written request to the Management

Committee stating the item to be stored.

In considering the request the Management
Committee would take account of the following :-

1) Is there space available to accommodate the
item?

2) Is the item available for use by others on
Public / Running Days?

Should it be agreed that the item can be stored,
the member would remain responsible for
ensuring the item conforms to the Society bye-
laws and remains fit for purpose whilst stored on
site, and is stored at the member’s risk —i.e. no
fire / theft insurance.

We welcome careful drivers

Andy Waller

“You MUST NOT drive without due care and
attention.”

“Adapt your driving to the appropriate type
and condition of road you are on, in
particular ... be prepared for unexpected or
difficult situations, for example the road
being blocked beyond a blind bend.”

Both these quotations are from the Highway

Code but they could be equally true for all types
of driving, including on the railway tracks at
Delapre.

Unfortunately not all our drivers always re-
member these rules, and a lack of attention on
one driver’s part led to a very near miss on a
recent Club Running Day. A serious collision
was only avoided because the guard on the train
was watching the line ahead, and with the aid of
suitable expletives and a big pair of boots was
able to bring the train safely, if somewhat
suddenly, to a halt.

So PLEASE —

(i) Do NOT assume the line ahead is clear, even
if you get a green signal — our signals are NOT
“fail safe” - and there could still be an obstruction
ahead.

(i) Pay particular care when coming through the
raised track tunnel. There could be a queue of
trains waiting to go into the station, and on days
when no steaming bay marshal is on duty,
someone might have forgotten to operate the
steaming bay signal before trying to get onto the
track.

The current Byelaws of the Club do give a Track
Marshal the authority to insist on a locomotive
and / or driver terminating their run if they have
serious concerns. None of us want to have to
invoke this Byelaw, after all we are coming to the
site to try and enjoy ourselves, so please don't
act in a way that would encourage us to apply
this sanction.




Will the learning curve ever stop going up?

Bryan Groves

The Manor once more developed an un-
explained failure of the valve gear in late
summer, and with the invaluable help of our
resident engineers, has been restored to
working order, by dismantling and re-assembling
the component parts.

The drawings printed in the 1972 “Model
Engineer” magazine refer to the design as a
Churchward - Stephenson valve gear, the valves
being operated from the eccentrics via the
expansion links / valve rods / rocker shafts and
levers on both sides, which can be seen in the
belly-up picture where the cranked valve rod
passing through the frame cross member can be
seen. (In fact it was me that was belly-up with

the camera lying under the locomotive
suspended on an open frame track support).
The initial diagnosis showed that a taper pin on
both sides had sheared through within the
rocker shaft, but when dismantled it became
clear that the front end of the valve rod had also
parted company.

It was decided that all of the four pins should be

replaced by reaming out the shafts to receive
new 3/32" taper pins - meaning that the originals
were less than the 3/32" dia. specified on the
drawings - but one pin offered too much
resistance and was left to see what the future
holds for it.

The forked ends of the valve rod should have
been machined from the solid, but had been
fabricated from flat bar with a separate addition
as shown in the failed item. The method of
adhesion was unclear but have now been silver
soldered in the correct manner, not so of course
for the nearside rod which has yet to fail.

The whole affair was very testing and time
consuming due to the inaccessible location and
was accompanied by a proliferation of less than
favourable comments.

As for the smokebox, it was noticed that the two
handrail stanchions at the back of the box were
"nut-free" and a bit wobbly, and attempts to wind
on the appropriate new nuts using pliers or
silicone tubing with the nut inserted proved
fruitless. The answer is simplicity itself when |
found in my treasure chest - or pile of junk as my
spouse would consider it - a plastic drinking
straw with a corrugated section near the sucking
end - that's right, sucking end. It securely
accepted the nut, bent around the superheater
pipes and twizzled the nut into place, sufficiently
tightened with the point of a screwdriver and a
final lock with a smaller open ended spanner.

Job done! Now, what's next?

Take it Away ... please!

Free to a good home.
Contact: Bernard Clark, 01 604 752 570
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Recentle at Delapry

Our last Public Running Day of 2011 on the 2nd
of October set a new record.

Ouir first visitors were on site at 10.30am, ticket
sales started at 1.30pm and by 2.30 the queue
for tickets for rides on both tracks stretched way
back over the tunnel; it was like that for much of
the afternoon.

Picture: Peter Squire

The catering was also hugely successful, taking
over £300 and completely emptying the soft
drinks cabinet. The boundary to boundary
sunshine for the greater part of the day also
contributed to the enjoyment.

But ... did we really have room for private trains?

Graham Hardwick and Peter Revitt have made
good progress on the new ground level railway
carriage storage shed. A door and a roof should
be in place before the end of the year.

PSME visit NSME

David Holland

I have mentioned before the plight of the
Peterborough Society of Model Engineers and
unfortunately they have now vacated and
cleared the old Thorpe Hall site. Their final
running day coincided with our October public
running but we had the pleasure of the company
of about a dozen PSME members the day
before, Saturday 1st October. Six steam and
one battery locomotive enjoyed both the raised
and ground level railways and spent several
happy hours exploring our layouts.

I'm sure we shall see them quite frequently until
they have found a new site and built a new
railway, and the opportunity to run on neigh-
bouring tracks will be quite useful for them.

Two Peterborough members have joined our
ranks and the picture shows the happy visitors
behind PSME / NSME member Brian Parker’s
recently acquired “Holmside” locomotive.

Materials - copper tube, brass, SAE 660, cast
iron, bright mild steel, aluminium, plastic...

After almost thirty years of making prototypes
and “one offs”, there is a large collection of
surplus materials sitting on the odds and ends
rack at PT Earl Engineering and the owner, Phil
Earl would be pleased to hear from any NSME
member who can make use any of it. Very
modest prices are sought with much of the small
stuff at give away prices!

There is also a pantograph engraving machine
looking for a new home, and a couple of lathes,
but they are big ones!

If any of this interests you, please call Phil on
01 604 587 112 to discuss. He is based at Lodge
Farm, Northampton.
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Raised Track Refurbishment

Peter Squire

After connecting up the various pieces of new
build track earlier this year, 162 metres of the
original route remained. This section of track
is about sixteen years old now, and many of
the gauge sleepers are going soft with wet rot,
and a number of the supporting railway
sleepers are in a poor state as well. As we
have had a good year financially, we have
purchased sufficient steel bar to refurbish all
the old timber sleepered track with new rail
and plastic sleeper sets as used on the

) work back to the end of the new route opposite
extension.

the station makes matching the spacing of the
It is not proposed to refurbish all of the 162 sleeper sets straightforward.

metres this winter, but as the curve from the
tunnel exit, past the steaming bay and into the
station has required regular attention this
season, this is the priority, and extending the

Rail and gauge sleepers have already been
removed from the end of the new build track,
along the straight behind the garden tool wagon,
through the tunnel to opposite the now disused
station approach signal.

The Tail Lamp The rail sections are ready to be installed when
the worst of the supporting sleepers have been
replaced, and over the next few weeks the track
will be rebuilt. The plan is that it will be ready for
running on January 2nd, but it is a tight
programme, and bad weather could delay
completion, so if you can assist by joining in the
Tuesday work parties over the next few weeks,
we will have a better chance of completing the
task for the New Year.

We hope to continue with replacing some more
of the track next year, but other projects may
have to take priority.

Peter Spikings’ showman'’s engine photographed
at our 29th October Running Night.

“Well ... yes. | am going to eat it!”

Phil Weston photographed at MMEX by Tony Kendall.

Your Committee.

Chairman - Dennis Billington - 01 327 341 029 - chairman@nsme.co.uk; Vice Chairman - Peter Squire - 01 327
342 167 - vicechairman@nsme.co.uk; Treasurer - John Tomlinson - 01 604 845 698 - treasurer@nsme.co.uk;
Members - Pete Bayley - 01 604 452 911 - petebayley@nsme.co.uk; David Holland - 01 536 790 893 -
davidholland@nsme.co.uk; Andy Waller - 01 604 750 609 - safetywaller@nsme.co.uk

The opinions expressed are those of the contributors, and do not necessarily reflect those of the Northampton SME nor its
management committee. Contributions and comments are welcome, preferably text in Microsoft Word and separate pictures
in JPEG formats by CD, memory stick or email, but are acceptable in writing on paper. Chris Orchard (01 327 830 528;
blowereditor@nsme.co.uk) will be pleased to hear from you. The next “Blower” will be published on 7th February 2012 and
material for that edition should be with the Editor before Thursday 2 February 2012. © Northampton SME Ltd..
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